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1. Google will make student Search unavailable unless districts enable Al

Published November 3, 2026; Google announced that early next year it will turn off Search
and Gemini for K-12 student accounts by default, requiring administrators to enable either
or both. Districts that block Al would also lose Google Search, while grade-level settings
and a guided-learning option are planned. The change leaves schools without a traditional,
non-Al Google Search option.

Why it matters: Districts using Google will need to assess this bundled access decision
against instructional, privacy, and age-based policies-and consider alternatives if they
want search without Al. The announced controls are not yet implemented.

Limits: Google says Guided Learning will steer students through problems; the article
reports concerns about its readiness and does not establish its effectiveness.

Published unknown. Source: https://www.edweek.org/technology/googles-new-rules-hand-schools-
hard-choices-about-ai-and-search/2026/11

2. Coronado Unified plans tighter YouTube and web access on school devices

Published November 3, 2026; Coronado Unified announced in late October that, starting in
January 2027, YouTube on district-issued devices will be limited to teacher-approved links
and Wi-Fi filters will block some searches. A district audit and draft technology plan also
included work on Al parameters and digital wellness. A district teacher warned that approval
delays and mistaken blocks could disrupt instructional use.

Why it matters: Leaders considering broad filters should plan for timely exception handling
and monitor whether educational content is blocked. The policy is announced, not yet in
effect, and the article describes implementation concerns rather than measured results.

Limits: Reporting is local and relies partly on student-newspaper coverage of the district
announcement.

Published 2026-11-03. Source: https://coronadobeacon.com/articles/cusd-blocks-youtube-
gaming-on-school-devices-starting-january-mwOviscl

3. Baltimore high school pilots donated cybersecurity training range

Published November 3, 2026; Baltimore Polytechnic Institute is developing a voluntary
cybersecurity training pilot with BCR Cyber, which supplied a professional-grade simulated
network environment. The proposed curriculum would prepare students for certification
training, and organizers say they may explore expansion to other Maryland schools. Students
had already logged about 25 hours of practice, while the formal pilot was still being
developed.



Why it matters: The initiative could offer a workforce pathway, but districts considering
similar programs should examine curriculum time, access, costs, and the provider's role. The
article documents participation and plans, not job outcomes or demonstrated program
effectiveness.

Limits: The training platform is donated and provided by the company operating the program;
the formal pilot and expansion remain prospective.

Published unknown. Source: https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12/donated-cyber-range-gives-
baltimore-high-schoolers-hands-on-training

4. Google plans school-account Gemini changes, with broader rollout pending

Published Nov. 3, 2026; Google announced it will turn off Gemini by default in Classroom and
use Guided Learning when Gemini is enabled, with the feature also replacing Al Overviews in
Search on school accounts. Testing with a small group of U.S. schools is planned for this
month, with broader rollout early next year; these are announced plans, not completed
changes.

Why it matters: Districts using Google services should review how these settings affect
student access and instructional policy, including the trade-off that disabling Al on school
devices may also mean giving up Google Search. The article does not establish that Guided
Learning improves learning outcomes.

Limits: Google's claims about promoting student thinking are not evidence of efficacy; the
article says Common Sense Media had not published a standalone review of Guided Learning.

Published 2026-11-03. Source: https://www.chalkbeat.org/2026/11/03/google-pushes-gemini-
guided-learning-amid-ai-backlash/

5. Wisconsin districts seek voter approval for technology and infrastructure funding

Published Nov. 3, 2026; voters were set to decide funding questions for Little Chute and
Seymour school districts. Little Chute's proposed five-year operational referendum would
provide $400,000 annually for technology hardware, software, and infrastructure, including
needs such as cybersecurity; the article provides no election results, so approval is not
established.

Why it matters: The proposals illustrate how districts may use local referendums to sustain
recurring technology spending when existing funding expires. Leaders assessing similar
measures should distinguish ongoing operating costs from capital needs and communicate the
proposed tax impact and alternatives.

Limits: The article reports ballot proposals before the vote and does not establish whether
voters approved them.

Published 2026-11-03. Source: https://www.nbc26.com/fox-cities/election-day-little-chute-
seymour-voters-decide-school-funding-referendums



