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1. New Mexico draft privacy rule would allow contract-authorized student-data use in Al
development

New Mexico's proposed rule would allow vendors to use student information to develop or
improve Al tools supporting a contracted educational service if the use is authorized in the
contract. The proposal is open for comment through Nov. 20 and, if adopted, would take
effect April 1, 2027; separately, Las Cruces Public Schools disabled retention of Amira
voice recordings for 2026-27 and sought deletion of earlier recordings.

Why it matters: Districts should examine how proposed state requirements interact with
existing vendor agreements and specify data-use, retention, and deletion terms in contracts.
The proposal does not establish that Amira used local student recordings to train its
models.

Limits: The rule is proposed, not adopted. The department's statements about Amira and the
district's account of deletion are reported assertions, not independent verification.

Published 2026-11-02. Source: https://www.organmountainnews.com/new-mexico-student-data-
privacy-rule-amira-ai-2026/

2. Wisconsin districts restrict some student Chromebook access as technology-use reviews
expand

Several Dane County districts have changed or are considering changes to student device

access: Verona stopped K-5 Chromebook take-home access, Monona Grove's middle school shifted
to classroom carts, and McFarland is evaluating further limits. Other districts are

reviewing their practices, while Madison is developing a digital learning roadmap. The

article reports educator and student observations, not controlled evidence that these

changes improve learning.

Why it matters: This reporting shows districts weighing instructional access, distraction,

device management, and family needs rather than applying one uniform approach. Leaders can
treat local pilots and reviews as operational experiments, but should avoid presenting

anecdotal feedback as proof of academic effects.

Limits: Reported benefits, including focus and engagement, are observations and opinions;
the article provides no causal evaluation of learning outcomes.

Published 2026-11-02. Source: https://captimes.com/news/education/these-dane-county-schools-
cut-down-on-screen-time-more-may-follow/article_449589a2-4b30-4d21-acd7-a5e73c199407.html

3. Two studies show contrasting Al outcomes, but middle-school findings are not causal

A study of a math practice tool used by 6,000 Arizona middle schoolers found that students
who used it more scored higher than similar lower-use students, but the study cannot show



the tool caused the difference. A separate randomized study at the University of Maryland
found lower grades and less course engagement in classes with an Al assistant; that higher-
education result is not directly transferable to K-12.

Why it matters: District leaders should distinguish usage correlations from causal evidence
and avoid assuming a tool's effects generalize across ages, subjects, or designs. The
reporting also highlights how implementation and student behavior can shape outcomes, not
just product features.

Limits: The middle-school study is observational as described; the randomized study concerns
university students, not K-12.

Published 2026-11-02. Source: https://www.kged.org/mindshift/66738/why-ai-tools-work-
differently-on-middle-schoolers-compared-to-college-students-according-to-a-researcher

4. Fairfax County drafts grade-based Al and educational technology policies

Fairfax County Public Schools staff presented early drafts of two technology policies to the
school board's governance committee on Oct. 27. The proposed Al rules would bar use in
kindergarten through grade 6, allow limited curriculum-grounded tools in grades 7-8, and
permit broader approved use in high school subject to conditions; a formal board vote is
expected Feb. 11, 2027.

Why it matters: The drafts offer a concrete example of policy that differentiates Al access
by age and ties use to literacy, teacher guidance, and family approval. They remain
proposals, and unresolved questions include accessibility, equity, and how the district will
assess whether technology advances learning.

Limits: Draft policies are not adopted rules; the article reports that committee members
requested further revisions before a planned board vote.

Published 2026-11-02. Source: https://www.ffxnow.com/2026/11/02/new-fcps-policies-governing-
educational-technology-use-of-ai-start-to-take-shape/

5. Ransomware attack disrupts Idaho district and threatens possible data leak

Update: Jerome School District in Idaho says a ransomware attack launched Oct. 17 led to two
days of school closures; the district declined to pay the ransom after consulting the FBI,

and attackers threatened to publish data. The superintendent said some data on local
machines was compromised, while the district's forensic investigation continues and the

exact extent of data loss remains unknown.

Why it matters: The disruption and unresolved data exposure illustrate why districts need
tested continuity plans, incident-response support, and a clear process for communicating
uncertainty to families. The article does not establish the full scope of compromised
information or identify the attackers.

Limits: The investigation is ongoing; neither the ransom amount nor the extent of data loss



has been disclosed.

Published 2026-11-02. Source: https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12/jerome-idaho-schools-
disclose-ransomware-attack

6. Milford district tracks elementary Chromebook use as it weighs screen-free learning

Milford Public Schools used Securly data collected Sept. 28-Oct. 2 to measure elementary
Chromebook use, finding daily averages ranging from 16 minutes in grades 1-2 to 63 minutes
in grade 5. The district is balancing device use with screen-free learning and is forming a
technology subcommittee to advise the school board on elementary technology decisions;
administrators have also been considering instructional uses of Al.

Why it matters: The district's combination of usage data, teacher surveys, and a committee
review offers leaders a way to examine classroom technology practices rather than relying
only on assumptions. The reported figures cover a short collection window and do not
establish whether screen time improves or harms learning.

Limits: The device-use data spans one week, and the article does not provide independent
validation of Securly's measurements or evidence of learning effects.

Published 2026-11-02. Source: https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12/milford-conn-public-
schools-measure-chromebook-use



