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1. Idaho district cancels school after weekend cyberattack

Published October 19, 2026; Jerome School District canceled classes Monday after a
cyberattack over the weekend, saying the closure would give staff time to restore, verify
and reinforce network infrastructure. The superintendent said staff devices were undergoing
security checks before returning online, while the district stated that student devices and
data remained secure. The district had not yet provided details about the rest of the week's
schedule.

Why it matters: The closure illustrates how an incident can disrupt instruction even when a
district reports that student data remains secure. Leaders may want to test continuity

plans, restoration procedures and communications protocols for scenarios requiring systems
to be isolated or verified.

Limits: The district had not disclosed the attack's nature or whether staff data was
affected.

Published unknown. Source: https://www.idahoednews.org/news/jerome-cancels-school-after-
weekend-cyberattack/

2. Virginia Beach reviews elementary Chromebook policies and classroom screen use

Published October 19, 2026; Virginia Beach City Public Schools is reviewing technology
policies for kindergarten through fifth grade after surveying families and teachers and

examining classroom screen use. At an October 13 board meeting, administrators described the
review and teacher advisory groups; no policy change was announced. An educators'
association representative raised concerns about testing readiness and added staff workload.

Why it matters: The review shows districts weighing device access against instructional
workload and students' readiness for digital assessments. Since the division is still

gathering feedback, leaders should distinguish stakeholder concerns from established effects
and await any formal policy decision.

Limits: The article reports an ongoing review, not an adopted policy change or measured
effects of device use.

Published 2026-10-19. Source: https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/education/virginia-
beach-school-board-reviews-chromebook-use-elementary-
classrooms/291-ec58bf90-999a-4fe8-ba56-9dbf0addcaa3



