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1. Arkansas district approves AI rules and authorizes investigation of social-media claims

At its Sept. 28 meeting, the Decatur School Board authorized its superintendent to retain
law firms to investigate and, if warranted, pursue claims against major social-media
companies; the arrangement has no upfront taxpayer cost and sets fees at 25% of any
recovery. The board also adopted an AI policy that bars using student personally
identifiable information to train models, preserves final human authority over decisions,
and requires auditable chatbot logs.

Why it matters: The adopted safeguards offer concrete policy choices districts can examine,
while the litigation authorization creates potential legal and cost considerations. Leaders
should distinguish an investigation and possible future suit from a filed claim or proven
liability.

Limits: The article reports the board's authorization, not a filed lawsuit or a finding that
the platforms caused the district's costs.

Published 2026-10-11. Source: https://www.nwaonline.com/news/2026/oct/11/decatur-school-
board-greenlights-taking-part-in/

2. Phishing attack diverts estimated $100,000 from South Carolina voucher program

South Carolina officials said phishing emails targeting vendors in the K-12 Education
Scholarship Trust Fund program led to an estimated $100,000 in fraudulent payment
redirection through ClassWallet. Disbursements were locked down for about a week; officials
and the payment company are verifying banking information and attempting to recover funds,
and the final impact is undetermined.

Why it matters: The incident highlights cyber risk in third-party payment operations,
including how publicly available provider contact details may be used to make impersonation
more convincing. Districts and program administrators can review vendor verification and
payment-change controls without assuming this incident establishes a specific control
failure.

Limits: The amount is preliminary, recovery is ongoing, and the report says the phishing did
not target families or their accounts.

Published 2026-10-12. Source: https://www.postandcourier.com/education-lab/cyberattack-
sc-k-12-voucher-program-prompted-lockdown/article_d8ba8403-6948-48a7-a155-5bbbcb601326.html

3. Florida attorney general announces review of Broward school technology contracting

Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier announced an investigation into Broward County
Public Schools' technology contracting after a county inspector general report alleged
bidding mismanagement and misleading the school board. The report also alleged vendor



steering and false information in a bid; those accused deny wrongdoing. The state review may
proceed alongside a referral to the Broward State Attorney's Office.

Why it matters: The investigation puts procurement controls, bid documentation, and board
oversight in focus for district leaders. Allegations remain allegations, so the development
should not be treated as a finding of misconduct or as evidence that particular contracts
were invalid.

Limits: The article does not identify the contracts or individuals involved, and the accused
parties deny wrongdoing.

Published 2026-10-12. Source: https://www.miamifeed.com/uthmeier-broward-schools-tech-
contracts-investigation

4. Los Angeles Unified implements grade-based limits on student screen time

LAUSD's board approved a cell-phone ban in 2025 and set screen-time limits this summer: none
for students below second grade, daily caps for elementary grades, and per-course weekly
limits in secondary school. The district is using a phased implementation, while the board's
required review of classroom-technology contracts and inventory of student-facing
generative-AI tools remains underway. The interview also describes the district's response
to the failed AllHere chatbot project.

Why it matters: The policy combines limits on student screen exposure with continuing
contract and AI-tool oversight, offering a case study in how districts can revisit post-
pandemic technology practices. Reported parent and educator reactions are anecdotal and do
not establish effects on learning or wellbeing.

Limits: The account is an interview with a district board member; implementation is ongoing
and the reported positive responses are not independently evaluated outcomes.

Published 2026-10-12. Source: https://marketbrief.edweek.org/regulation-policy/lausd-pushed-
ahead-with-strict-screen-time-limits-expect-others-to-follow/2026/10

5. FCC review could put E-Rate school connectivity support at risk

The Govly signal says the FCC is reviewing whether to retain, narrow, or eliminate E-Rate,
which it describes as providing $2.6 billion in annual support for school and library
internet services. It reports initial comments due Oct. 13, 2026, and replies due Nov. 12.
The cited economic-loss estimate comes from a study commissioned by the Schools, Health &
Libraries Broadband Coalition, not from a finalized FCC decision.

Why it matters: Because E-Rate supports connectivity budgets, district leaders may wish to
track the proceeding and assess exposure to potential funding changes. The review is not
itself a decision to reduce or end the program.

Limits: This is an aggregator signal citing other publications and a coalition-commissioned
study; no FCC outcome is reported.



Published 2026-10-12. Source: https://app.govly.com/public/signals/215870

6. Georgia district approves 500 additional Chromebooks amid reported supply pressure

On Oct. 8, the Bulloch County Board of Education approved 500 additional Chromebooks after
previously approving 1,600 in May. District officials said AI-related demand had affected
manufacturing capacity and component availability, and recommended buying sooner to secure
pricing and reduce potential delay risk.

Why it matters: The purchase is a practical example of districts adjusting procurement
timing amid reported supply constraints. The article provides no price, delivery schedule,
or independent evidence that AI demand caused the specific availability issue.

Limits: The district's explanation of supply pressure is reported but not independently
substantiated in the article.

Published 2026-10-12. Source: https://www.griceconnect.com/local-news/bulloch-boe-
highlights-julia-p-bryants-academic-gains-student-achievements-teacher-grants-and-
approves-500-chromebooks-12879336


