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1. Fairfax County pilots Chrome extension to hide Google AI search summaries

Fairfax County Public Schools is piloting an internally built Chrome extension at 11
elementary and middle schools to hide AI Overviews, search summaries and image-search
features on school-issued Chromebooks. The district says Google's administrator settings did
not let it disable AI Overviews; full rollout across elementary and middle schools was still
ongoing when reported.

Why it matters: The pilot illustrates a district-level response to AI features embedded in a
widely used search product, rather than only standalone chatbots. Leaders considering
similar controls should assess their effects on search access and gather classroom feedback
before expanding them.

Limits: The district says the tool supports research skills, but the article provides no
independent evidence of learning effects; broader rollout was not yet complete.

Published 2026-10-06. Source: https://wtop.com/virginia/2026/10/fairfax-co-rolls-out-google-
ai-blocker-on-school-issued-laptops/

2. South Bend survey finds widespread AI use as district drafts guidance

A South Bend Community School Corp. survey found that 75% of 1,172 responding students in
grades 6-12 and about 65% of 147 responding teachers had used AI for school or personal
purposes. Officials said the district is drafting AI guidelines and plans to procure
MagicSchool AI for teachers using an Indiana Department of Education Digital Learning Grant;
the software had not yet been reported as deployed.

Why it matters: The findings offer a local snapshot that can inform policy discussions, but
they are from survey respondents rather than a verified census of all students and staff.
Leaders should distinguish the proposed approved-tool approach from evidence that any
particular tool improves instruction.

Limits: Survey response counts and self-reported use do not establish prevalence across the
entire district or demonstrate educational effectiveness.

Published 2026-10-06. Source:
https://www.southbendtribune.com/story/news/education/2026/10/06/south-bend-schools-
officials-give-update-on-student-and-teacher-ai-use/92112580007/

3. Pennsylvania AI-in-schools bill advances out of House Education Committee

Update: Pennsylvania House Bill 2786, which would require schools to adopt local policies on
responsible AI use, advanced through the House Education Committee and was headed to the
full House for consideration. The proposed policies would address acceptable and prohibited
uses, human oversight of AI-generated content and data transparency for students and



families.

Why it matters: This is a proposed measure, not a statewide requirement in force. District
leaders should track its progress and avoid treating the bill's provisions as enacted
obligations.

Limits: The source is a sponsor's news release, and the bill had not yet received full House
consideration.

Published 2026-10-06. Source: https://www.pahouse.com/dukes/InTheNews/NewsRelease/?id=145529

4. Connecticut adopts district screen-time and technology-use policy guidance

Connecticut's State Board of Education passed guidelines calling on districts to create
screen-time and technology-use policies. The article describes local responses including
Norwalk ending one-to-one device issuance in grades K-2 and Greenwich adopting screen-free
periods for grades K-8; New Canaan planned a fall review and family survey. The guidelines
also question whether technology-based learning has delivered expected academic gains.

Why it matters: The state guidance and district examples make device use, instructional
purpose and family communication active governance issues. Districts should evaluate their
own use patterns and evidence rather than infer that more or less screen time alone will
determine outcomes.

Limits: The article reports mixed research claims and local experiences; it does not
establish that screen time caused particular academic or health outcomes.

Published 2026-10-06. Source: https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12/parents-pressure-
connecticut-schools-to-limit-screen-time


