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1. Oklahoma law requires district Al policies by next school year

Oklahoma Watch reported on Oct. 5, 2026, that state law requires every district to enact an
Al policy by next school year. The law bars Al as the primary basis for specified high-
stakes decisions, requires student-data protections and family notice and opt-out rights for
student-facing tools, and preserves staff oversight. The article also describes districts
already implementing policies and differing student access rules.

Why it matters: Districts should map their current Al practices against the statutory
requirements, especially family notification, opt-outs, privacy safeguards, and human
decision-making. Local access rules may vary even under a shared state framework.

Limits: The article does not specify the law's enactment date or provide a legal analysis of
implementation requirements.

Published 2026-10-05. Source: https://oklahomawatch.org/2026/10/05/building-the-airplane-
while-its-flying-oklahoma-schools-set-guardrails-for-ai-in-the-classroom/

2. Frontline third-party vulnerability may have exposed South Carolina student records

WSPA reported on Oct. 5, 2026, that Anderson School District Two and Greenwood School
District 50 notified families about a Frontline Education incident involving a vulnerability

in a third-party product. Greenwood said records for about 16,678 current and former
students, including Medicaid identification numbers and contact details, may have been
affected; Anderson did not specify a possible count. The districts said their own networks
were not involved.

Why it matters: Districts using third-party administrative platforms should verify vendor
incident scope, notification responsibilities, and the categories of data held-not assume
that an incident outside district networks is operationally separate from district risk.

Limits: The reported exposure is potential, and the article gives no confirmed count or
complete account of affected data across Frontline customers.

Published 2026-10-05. Source: https://www.wspa.com/news/local-news/upstate-student-data-
breached-at-third-party-software-provider-districts-say/

3. Extortion group claims it stole data in Vermont school district ransomware attack

The Rutland Herald reported on Oct. 5, 2026, that a group identifying itself as Kairos
claimed responsibility for a September ransomware attack on Slate Valley Unified Union
School District and threatened to leak information on more than 1,500 employees. The
district superintendent said the investigation was ongoing and that staff were affected, but
the district and state lacked capacity to review all accessed files and were working with
Booz Allen Hamilton on remediation.



Why it matters: The reported capacity gap makes incident-response staffing and outside-
response arrangements a material continuity concern for districts. Leaders should
distinguish a threat actor's claimed data haul from information the district has verified as
exposed.

Limits: The group's claim and threatened leak are not independently confirmed in the
article; the scope of accessed data remains under investigation.

Published 2026-10-05. Source: https://www.rutlandherald.com/news/local/cyber-extortion-
group-comes-forward-as-culprit-behind-slate-valley-school-district-
attack/article_b103977f-99fa-5e7f-9d51-021f9a4ce9cc.html

4. Nearly three-quarters of North Carolina districts lack sustainable device-maintenance
funding

The Benton Institute published a WUNC report on Oct. 5, 2026, describing a new North
Carolina Department of Public Instruction report presented to the State Board of Education.
Nearly 75% of districts said they lack a sustainable funding source to maintain computer
fleets, and public schools spent more than $6.6 million repairing computers last school
year. The state report aims to account for device costs beyond the purchase price.

Why it matters: Device refresh proposals should include recurring repair and support costs,
not just acquisition funding. Statewide repair figures can frame budget questions, but
districts need their own fleet and labor data to make procurement decisions.

Limits: The supplied article summary does not provide the report's methodology or district-
level breakdown.

Published 2026-10-05. Source: https://www.benton.org/headlines/most-nc-public-schools-cant-
afford-maintain-student-devices

5. Bay District board considers replacing high school Chromebooks with MacBooks

WMBB reported on Oct. 5, 2026, that Bay District Schools' technology supervisor presented a
proposal to replace high school Chromebooks with 3,570 MacBook NEOs. The board had not
voted; it was expected to decide at its next meeting among Apple, Google, or Samsung
devices. District staff cited a reported 400% price increase when upgrading Chromebooks and
said the proposed Macs would offer more storage and speed at the same price.

Why it matters: This is a consequential procurement proposal, but the board's pending
decision and the district's comparison basis matter. Leaders evaluating similar switches
should test lifecycle cost, compatibility, management workload, and support requirements
against the claimed price and specification benefits.

Limits: The comparison and price claims are attributed to district staff; no total-cost
analysis or final procurement decision is included.



Published 2026-10-05. Source: https://www.mypanhandle.com/news/local-news/bay-county/bay-
district-schools-macbook-neo/

6. Boston trains Al educator ambassadors under a city-school initiative

The Boston Globe reported that Mayor Michelle Wu announced a partnership with entrepreneur
Paul English and UMass Boston to train teachers in Al; the city trained its first cohort of

roughly two dozen Al Educator Ambassadors in August. Boston's School Committee approved an
Al policy in June, and students below Grade 7 do not have Al chatbot access through school
accounts, according to a city spokesperson. Publication date is not supplied; the initiative

and training are described as already announced and underway.

Why it matters: Boston's approach pairs staff training with limits on student account

access, offering a policy-and-implementation example rather than evidence that classroom Al
improves learning. Leaders considering similar programs should define safeguards and
evaluation measures before expanding access.

Limits: The article gives no publication date and notes the administration declined requests
to observe classroom use; the initiative's educational outcomes are not established.

Published unknown. Source: https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/10/05/metro/boston-public-
schools-ai-use/

## Sethi BookMarks
### Former Alpha students allege monitoring, tiering and software lockouts

In a Sept. 23, 2026 report, Benjamin Riley relays former Alpha School students' accounts
from multiple campuses, spanning fourth grade through high school; all attended from fall
2022 onward. Students alleged cameras had to remain on and software tracked facial
expressions and eye movements to flag "anti-patterns”; they also described Rocket Ship
privileges, Pirate Ship and Omega separation, and device lockouts after accuracy shortfalls
that guides reportedly could not override. Some said no full books were assigned, a narrow
account of their curriculum.

Why it matters: For district leaders, these accounts raise questions about student privacy,
oversight of learning software and equitable treatment. They warrant scrutiny, but do not
establish that the reported practices were uniform across campuses or prove broader
educational benefits or harms.

These are student accounts reported by Riley, not independently verified; he says Alpha had
not publicly acknowledged Pirate Ship, Omega or "nuking." Riley notes practices may vary by
campus and that his investigation is ongoing.

Source date: unknown
https://buildcognitiveresonance.substack.com/p/fourth-report-former-alpha-
school?triedRedirect=true



### Portland board discusses draft limits on student screen use

A Sept. 26, 2026, Willamette Week report says Portland Public Schools' policy committee
discussed a draft that proposes different limits by grade band: elementary students with
access to screens would face a 20-minute daily cap, with weekly per-subject caps for middle
and high school students. If adopted, the proposal would extend beyond phones to all device
types and seek to limit apps to district-approved ones. The draft calls for annual board
reporting on screen-time data, platforms and digital or Al curriculum if a policy is
implemented.

Why it matters: For district leaders, the proposal raises potential instructional-platform
and procurement implications, as well as data and reporting demands. Those are prospective
implications, not evidence that the approach improves outcomes or causes harm.

This remains an early-stage proposal: district officials said they had not reviewed it in
detail, with fuller discussion slated for October; a separate Al audit requested in June was
also expected in October. The article reports no adoption or final limits.

Source date: unknown
https://lwww.wweek.com/news/schools/2026/09/26/portland-school-board-takes-early-step-toward-
a-screen-time-policy/

### NPU poll finds parents favor teacher Al training and school-day chatbot limits

In a survey of 1,528 parents of public-school K-12 students, 79% supported requiring
teachers to receive digital and Al literacy training. For early-grade screen time, 78%

favored limits rather than a total ban, which 11% supported. The survey also found 70% of
parents with graduate degrees, versus 37% with a high school diploma or less, called strong
student Al skills essential or very important; 71% supported banning student use of Al
chatbots during the school day.

Why it matters: The results suggest surveyed parents may favor guardrails alongside Al
instruction, while chatbot access is a distinct point of restriction. For district leaders,

the education-level gap is a potential equity consideration, not evidence of differing
student outcomes.

Echelon Insights conducted the online, non-probability survey September 7-11, 2026; its
stated £2.6-point margin of error is calculated as for a random sample and adjusted for
weighting. Findings describe respondents, not all parents. The release was published
September 28, 2026.

Source date: 2026-09-28
https://nationalparentsunion.org/2026/09/28/parents-reject-ai-doom-narrative-and-want-tech-
taught-responsibly-in-classrooms-new-national-parents-union-poll-finds/



