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1. El Paso ISD weighs grade-banded Al framework

Trustees are expected to discuss-but not yet adopt-a framework that would prohibit students
through eighth grade from using Al to complete schoolwork. Older students could use it for
teacher-approved studying, brainstorming or editing. The proposal also covers student
privacy, Al literacy, staff training and clear rules for permitted use.

Why it matters: The draft offers a concrete middle path between districtwide bans and
unrestricted access, with expectations differentiated by student age.

Tone: Policy watch
Source - https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/episd-considers-framework-for-ai-in-schools

2. Al-generated "Cat in the Hat" posts trigger school warnings and arrests

Disturbing or Al-generated posts have named schools, communities and individual students,
prompting investigations and increased campus patrols in several states. Juveniles have been
arrested or charged in connection with some posts.

Why it matters: Cheap synthetic media can turn a localized prank into a costly school-safety
incident. Authorities are urging students and families to preserve and report threatening
posts rather than amplify them by reposting.

Tone: Urgent and cautionary
Source - https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/sep/13/cat-in-the-hat-social-media-trend-
arrests-school-warnings

3. McGraw Hill acquires Teachally to expand K-12 Al tools

McGraw Hill says it will integrate Teachally's technology for creating, adapting and
translating standards-aligned lessons, assessments and enrichment activities. The planned
tools are aimed primarily at curriculum production, lesson planning and instructional
customization rather than open-ended student chat.

Why it matters: Al-assisted content creation is moving directly into established curriculum
platforms. Districts will need evidence that generated adaptations preserve standards, rigor
and instructional intent-not just save time.

Tone: Strategic announcement
Source - https://www.mheducation.com/about-us/news-insights/press-releases/mcgraw-hill-

acquires-teachally-to-accelerate-k-12-curriculum-development-expand-ai-tools.html

4. High-dosage tutoring fell short when implementation drifted



A Chalkbeat analysis finds that many pandemic-era tutoring programs did not resemble the
model supported by research: frequent sessions during the school day, trained staff and a
consistent tutor. Some vendors instead provided optional remote homework help, while
districts struggled with staffing, scheduling and student participation.

Why it matters: Schools evaluating tutoring platforms should scrutinize delivery conditions,
attendance and staffing-not rely on a vendor's "high-impact" label or the evidence base for
a different implementation model.

Tone: Analytical and cautionary
Source - https://www.chalkbeat.org/2026/09/10/high-dosage-tutoring-during-pandemic-learning-
loss-results/

5. Lemnis buys Wayfinder and will convert it to nonprofit ownership

Lemnis, the public charity formed from NWEA's sale, acquired the PreK-12 future-ready-skills
platform Wayfinder. Wayfinder will become a nonprofit division, with its existing school and
district programs continuing; financial terms were not disclosed.

Why it matters: The deal tests a nonprofit ownership model intended to give a widely used
K-12 platform patient growth capital without conventional private-equity pressure.

Tone: Market shift
Source - https://marketbrief.edweek.org/strategy-operations/lemnis-public-charity-born-from-
nwea-sale-makes-first-k-12-acquisition/2026/09

6. Cybersecurity instruction needs practice, not rule lists

New practitioner commentary recommends short, realistic exercises-such as identifying
phishing attempts, evaluating manipulated media and deciding what to do after a suspicious
click-instead of relying solely on static safety rules.

Why it matters: As generative Al makes impersonation and deceptive content more convincing,
students and staff need repeated practice making trust decisions. The approach can fit into
digital-literacy instruction without requiring a separate cybersecurity course.

Tone: Practical guidance
Source - https://www.eschoolnews.com/it-leadership/2026/09/14/k-12-cybersecurity-education-
practice-not-just-awareness/



